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The Right Honorable. Mr. Mustafa Sentop
President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh

[ wish first and foremost to express to Your good self my respectful greetings as well as
those of the Members of the Arab Parliament, and to extend my heartfelt greetings on the
occasion of the New Year, wishing that it will be a year of prosperity, progress and peace
for the Arab and Asian peoples and for all humanity.

MTr. President,

The nature of the close and distinguished relations between the Arab and the Asian States is
characterized by multiple areas of cooperation and convergence, it is also characterized by
the multitude of common challenges we face together, which requires us to strengthen
Arab-Asian parliamentary relations in all fields and at all levels, and to promote the role of
parliamentary diplomacy in a way that serves the interests of our peoples and fulfils their
aspirations for  development, progress and prosperity.

In this context, I have the honor to communicate the Arab Parliament's aspiration to become
an Observer Member of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, in a manner that enhances
parliamentary communication between the two organizations and facilitates the exchange of
experiences among them, in addition to the coordination of parliamentary positions in
international fora that gather them. I have further the honor to express the Arab Parliament's
ambition (o receive an invitation to participate in the upcoming meeting of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly and to address the representatives of the Asian people, which will
have a significant impact on strengthening cooperation between Arab and Asian peoples,
notably since over half of the Arab States belong to the Asian Continent.

[ am confident that the strengthening of cooperation between the Arab Parliament and the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly, will be considered a qualitative addition and a major boost
to the close relations between the Arab and the Asian States, which are based on a long
history ol joint action, trust and mutual respect, as well as on a wide basc of common
interests and cultural, religious and popular tics.

While looking forward to your favorable response, please accept, Your Right
Honourable, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Sincerely

Adel Bin AbdulRahman AlAsoomi
President of the Arab Parliament
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An Overview on the Arab Parliament

Establishment:

The Arab Parliament (AP) represents the legislative and observatory body of the League of
Arab States (LAS), established within the framework of LAS, by the Resolution of LAS
Council at the Summit Level on 23 March 2005 in Algeria, to be a popular momentum for
the Joint Arab Action system and an active partner in the formulation of the Arab common
policies.

The AP’s Headquarters is currently located in Cairo, the Arab Republic of Egypt. The
annual Sessions begin from October to June. It holds its plenary sessions at the
Headquarters of LAS in Cairo every two months: October, December, February, April and
June.

Members:

= The AP consists of (88) Members with four members from each State of LAS (22 Arab
States). Member States shall elect their representatives in the AP by direct suffrage or by
their National Parliaments in accordance with the Constitutional System and Regulations
of each Member State. Member of the AP represents the entire Arab nation.

Organs and Committees:

= The AP consists of four main organs: the President, the Bureau, the Standing
Committees and the General Secretariat. The President has four Vice-presidents.

» The President and Vice-presidents are elected by the Members of the AP for a period of
two years, renewable once.

= The Bureau of the AP is formed every two years and comprises: the President, four
Vice-presidents and the Chairpersons of the four Standing Committees. The President of
the AP presides the Bureau.

= The AP consists of four Standing Committees, each Committee includes 22 Members, as
follow: the Committee on Foreign and Political Affairs and National Security; the
Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs; the Committee on Legislative and Legal
Affairs and Human Rights; the Committee on Social, Educational and Cultural Affairs,
Women and Youth.
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IVV- Objectives and Competences:

The Arab Parliament exercises its powers and competences to promote Joint Arab Action
and to achieve economic integration, social solidarity and sustainable development, through
the following:

V-

Working to strengthen Arab-Arab relations, develop the forms of Joint Arab Action and
consolidate its mechanisms, ensure Arab National Security, promote Human Rights, and
submit proposals and recommendations as it deems appropriate for that.

Follow up Joint Arab Action, and hold Hearing Sessions with the Heads of Ministerial
Councils, LAS Secretary-General, or the Heads/General Directors of the Specialized
Arab Organizations.

Discuss issues referred to it by the Council of LAS, or Arab Ministerial Councils or LAS
Secretary-General, and express opinion.

Address questions in writing to the Heads of Ministerial Councils, LAS Secretary-
General or Heads/General Directors of the Specialized Arab Organizations, in any
subject within their competences; replies shall be presented within a specified period.
Approval of Unified Draft Laws and Collective Arab Agreements referred to it, prior to
their adoption by LAS Council.

Consider the draft general budget projects and the final accounts of the General
Secretariat of LAS, prior to their approval by the competent authorities; as well as
considering the final accounts of the Specialized Arab Organizations.

Work on harmonizing and coordinating between the laws in force in Member States in
preparation for their unification, and the exchange of Legislative experiences among
Arab National Parliaments.

Cooperate and coordinate with National Parliaments in Member States to promote and
consolidate popular dimension and its role in the Joint Arab Action.

Cooperate with Regional and International Parliamentary Organizations, in order to
serve the interests of the Arab nation and to maintain international peace and security.

Initiatives developed by the AP to operationalize its role:

The AP has launched a number of unprecedented initiatives to enhance the role of the
AP, the beginning has been made by the establishing of the “Arab Parliamentary
Diplomacy Center”, which organizes specialized training courses in parliamentary
diplomacy with the participation of a significant number of Arab MPs and where lectures
are given by selected senior experts at the Arab and International levels.

Within concentration on women's empowerment, the AP announced the establishment of
the first “Forum for Arab Women Parliamentarians”, which will begin operating soon.
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=  Within the context of proactive address for human rights issues, the “Arab Observatory
for Human Rights” was launched, as a new Arab mechanism for monitoring and
documenting human rights situations in the Arab States.

» |n order to activate the role of Arab Parliamentarians in achieving the objectives of
sustainable development, a Specific Committee on Sustainable Development Issues in the
Arab States was established.

= Proceeding from the keenness to ensuring a stronger parliamentary presence of the AP in
the international arena, the AP has launched new institutional partnerships with leading
parliamentary and international organizations; where the AP signed the first-ever
Agreement with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime. Furthermore, the AP signed a
Cooperation Agreement with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) to initiate sustainable
institutional cooperation in many areas.

= The AP has become a main partner of the IPU in Arabization of the first Global Mobile
Application to support Parliamentary efforts on Countering-Terrorism, which was
launched during the First Global Parliamentary Summit on Countering-Terrorism held in
Vienna on September 2021, in partnership with the UN and the IPU.

= |n order to keep pace with successive and accelerated electronic developments, and in
compliance with universal standards in parliamentary work, an action plan for the fully
digital transformation of the AP during the current year 2022, has been announced.

= Proceeding from the Keenness of the AP to build and strengthen the capacity of Arab
parliamentarians in the field of countering-terrorism, it established the "Arab Centre for
Counter-Terrorism and Extremist ldeology", as an institutional tool for providing
technical support to parliamentarians in this vital area. This Centre is the first of its kind
at the Arab level to support parliamentary efforts in the fight against terrorism.

= With a view to linking and integrating science, innovation and technology into
parliamentary work, the establishment of a High-Level Parliamentary Working Group on
Science and Technology has been announced, which will be consistent with the
corresponding Group in the IPU.
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